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Transfers

When high school seniors debate their college plans they do not normally take transferring into account. However, college students transferring is actually a common practice. The students who decide to transfer do so for a variety of reasons, but the one thing they all have in common is they must face the tough process of changing schools and starting all over. 

A handful of students at Spring Hill are transferring which is not abnormal, but some are leaving for reasons that indicate potential problems the school will have later on. A group of three freshmen currently enrolled at Spring Hill who are transferring in the fall were interviewed. 

Bethany Nakanishi, a current Nursing major, is transferring solely because of academics. With the threatened loss of the nursing program accreditation Nakanishi claims she wants to leave now before things can be potentially worse. 

“It’s a shame really, I have become quite comfortable here and made good friends. But seeing as how the nursing program might loose its accreditation I do not think it would be a good idea for me and my future to stay here” claimed Nakanishi. 

While Nakanishi enjoyed her time here socially, other students who have also decided to transfer cannot relate. Jennifer Leiva had a tough time this year being a large distance away from her family in Miami while her mother battled breast cancer. 

“I want to be able to be closer to my family especially with my mothers diagnosis. The transportation cost has really added up and that is something that I do not want to put on my family right now” stated Leiva. 

In fact, Mobile has proven to be notorious for difficult transportation. The Mobile Regional Airport has very high rates and minimal destinations making travels costly. If not the regional airport; Gulfport, Mississippi and Pensacola, Florida are both within an hours range but a large population of students do not have cars on campus. The combination of transportation cost and the cost of the school have driven Alice Lavado to transfer back home as well. 

Lavado claims that the rising cost of tuition and housing in addition to the expensive transportation rates have resulted in the school being out of her financial range. Also from Miami, Lavado states that the distance has really affected her time at Spring Hill. 

“I wanted to go far away, and once I did it the costs of going back home and missing it are really not worth it to me” said Lavado. As well as the finances, Lavado also brought up the schools future. 

“With all the rumors going around about the school loosing accreditation in a handful of departments I think I want to get out so I can have more options for majors at another school” claimed Lavado. Although the rumored departments have not stated what exactly is going on, the Accounting Department officially claimed to no longer be accredited. 

While the decision to transfer for these students was a tough one, the actual process of transferring is even more extensive. According to Leiva the school she is transferring to has lower division requirements meaning that since the transfer student has less than 60 credit transfers the student must also submit high school transcripts, and standardized test scores in addition to the current college transcript. 

“It is a little bothersome because I have done all this before a year ago, but it was my decision and these are the steps I have to do” expressed Leiva. 

Although the three have different reasons for leaving, they have one thing in common. Each student did not regret this year, all saying that it helped them grow as a person and was a good life experience. 

“I’m happy I tried it, it was not for me and not practical for my future so I am moving onto the next thing in my life” Lavado explained. Leiva felt the same way in regards to her first year. 

“I absolutely do not regret it. I am glad that I came here and met everyone because instead of looking back and saying what if, I can say I did it.”

With the transfer of these three positive students, Spring Hill gains transfer students of their own; it is normal in any college. One thing to look into as a high school senior is a retention rate of a school, it might not affect the decision to go, but can show the demographics of how many leave. Nakanishi, Leiva and Lavado appear to be much more than just a statistic. They leave happy, and optimistic towards the future with no harsh feelings towards the school, in which case nobody can be unhappy. 


